
Same Rules, New Tools: What the Illinois Supreme Court’s AI Policy
Means for Judges and Lawyers—In Court, In Chambers, and In
Filings

This program examines the Illinois Supreme Court’s AI policy and its practical
implications for judges and lawyers across courtrooms, chambers, and filings. Gain
a clear understanding of how existing professional and procedural rules apply,
along with guidance for compliant and effective AI use in litigation practice. 

Speaker:

Judge Jeffrey A. Goffinet, Circuit Court of Williamson County; Co-Chair, IL
Supreme Court AI Task Force
Judge Jeffrey Goffinet serves on the Circuit Court of Williamson County. Jeffrey
focuses on judicial efficiency and the practical application of legal rules in evolving
areas such as artificial intelligence. He brings extensive litigation and judicial
experience to the bench. Jeffrey is committed to clarity and fairness in the legal
system.
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Goals
• Identify positive and negative aspects 

of generative artificial intelligence.

• Discuss the ethical and logistical effects
on judicial processes by AI.



How 
comfortable 
are you 
with 
technology?



Artificial 
Intelligence



What is artificial intelligence?

What you think AI is?
Do you ever use it?



What is AI?

Glorified Spell Check?



What is AI?

Magic?



What is AI?

Artificial intelligence (AI) is the ability of a 
computer or a robot controlled by a 
computer to do tasks that are usually 
done by humans because they require 
human intelligence and discernment.



So, what can AI do?



ChatGPT5

• Probably the one you have heard 
about it…













WestlawAI
This is a legal research site.

But, at a higher price point it is so 
much more.



You can search judges, attorneys and courts…

Westlaw calls it Litigation Analytics



Categories
Experience
Outcomes
Motions
Precedent
Expert Challenge
Appeals
References





Far more 
interesting…



Far more interesting…

Ask ChatGPT



FIND ANY BACKGROUND ON Jeffey A 
Goffinet

I found one clear person named “Jeffrey A. 
Goffinet” (likely what you meant by 
“Jeffey”) with public background information. 
Here’s what appears in available records



Summary:
Jeffrey A. Goffinet appears to be a long-time 
Southern Illinois attorney, practicing 
primarily in Carbondale since the mid-1980s 
with a focus on business, litigation, and 
insurance-related cases.



Isn't he a judge now?



Yes — Jeffrey A. Goffinet is currently a 
judge.

 Position: Associate Judge

 Court: Illinois First Judicial Circuit Court

 County assignment: Williamson County

 Courthouse: Marion, Illinois

He was appointed as an associate judge in 
2015 after receiving the majority vote from the 
circuit judges in the First Judicial Circuit.



So yes — he went from attorney 
to judge and currently serves on the 
bench in Williamson County, 
Illinois.



If you want, I can also dig into deeper 
courthouse rumors and 
controversies involving judges in 
the Williamson / Jackson County legal 
system (there are a few stories that don’t 
always show up in basic records).



Three power families:

1.Phelps
2.Bost
3.Logan





AI Judge

https://aijudge.pro/generate-
verdict/















Stable Diffusion

Multiple AI art programs



Stable Diffusion

Multiple AI art programs 

Potential ethical issues



















Built-in Bias



Input: Successful attorney







Input: surgeon





Input: thug





AI is more than pictures







Deep Fakes
Are they the end of the world as we know it?





A deepfake is audio, images or 
video of a person in which their 
voice, face or body has 
been digitally altered so that they 
appear to be someone else, 
typically used maliciously or to 
spread false information





Ethical questions



"The job of both young lawyers and 
partners is going to change," Chief Justice 
Roberts said. 
"And I think people, and I certainly hope 
good people, continue to go into law,
but they're going to have to be pretty 
nimble to change in response to those."



Illinois Supreme Court Policy
•ADOPTED on December 

18, 2024
•EFFECTIVE on January
•1, 2025

•Key Points:
Can be used by counsel/litigants 
without disclosure.
Must comply with current 
Illinois court rules and be well-
grounded in facts and law.
You sign it. You own it.



Maintaining Competence [8] To maintain the requisite 
knowledge and skill, a lawyer should keep abreast of 
changes in the law and its practice, including the 
benefits and risks associated with relevant 
technology…

Ethics Rule 1.1, Comment 8



Risk: Hallucinations

•The citing of 
non-existent 
cases and 
statutes or 
referencing non-
existent facts.



Conclusion

Issues with AI.
•Sometimes it is frustrating, confusing 

and even scary.
•As a tool, it can be productive, efficient 

and helpful.



Conclusion

•Expensive.
•Never be afraid to slow down. But, 

never be afraid to make the decision..



"The job of both young lawyers and partners is going to change," Chief Justice 
Roberts said during a public appearance at Rice University. "And I think people, 
and I certainly hope good people, continue to go into law, but they're going to 
have to be pretty nimble to change in response to those." 
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